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Preah Reach Troap Dance (Royal 
Ballet) was proclaimed masterpiece of 
Oral and Intangible Heritage of 
Humanity in 2003. As described by 
UNESCO, the Royal Ballet of 
Cambodia, or Khmer Classical Dance, 
is famous for its graceful hand 
gestures and its splendid costumes, 
closely associated with the royal court 
during more than one millennium, 
embodies values of refinement and 
spirituality characteristics of the 
Khmer culture.   
                      

The Performances of the Royal Ballet 
took place within the framework  
 (continued to page 3) 

Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei 
Techo Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the 
Kingdom of Cambodia has expressed 
his congratulations on the 17th 
anniversary of the proclamation of 
Preah Reach Troap Dance (Royal 
Ballet) as Intangible Heritage of 
Humanity. 
 

"November 7 marks the 17th 
anniversary of the registration of the 
'Royal Ballet' which is a priceless 
heritage of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia that has been preserved 
for a long time until now," said the 
Premier in a Facebook message this 
morning.    
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 Phnom Penh to Have New 
Bridges to Address Traffic 

Congestion and Boost 
Development 

Samdech Techo Prime Minister presided 
over (26 Oct.)the groundbreaking ceremony 
for the construction of two new bridges 
which will help address the traffic 
congestion issue and further boost 
development in the southern part of the 
capitall at Koh Norea development zone in 
Sangkat Niroth, Khan Chbar Ampov. 
The bridge construction project include a 60-
metre-long and 21-metre-wide concrete 
bridge from National Road No. 1 to Koh 
Norea, and a 824-metre-long and 24.5-metre-
wide cable-stayed bridge linking Koh Norea 
to Koh Pich satellite city. 
The construction of the first bridge will take 
12 months to complete at an estimated cost 
of over US$1.6 million, while the second 35 
months with an estimated cost of US$38 
million. 
Samdech Techo said the two bridges will be 
considered "a new achievement on the land 
of peace" contributing to reducing traffic 
congestion, especially at Preah Monivong 
Bridge and promoting development in 

Southern Phnom Penh. 

  Samdech Techo Prime Minister 
Congratulates 17th Anniversary of 

Preah Reach Troap Dance's Listing as 
Intangible Heritage of Humanity  
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 Construction of US$290-Million Aeon Mall 
III in Southern Phnom Penh Begins 

CAMBODIA IN FOCUS 

Aeon Mall (Cambodia) Co., Ltd. broke ground its third mall in the southern part of 
Phnom Penh after the success of its first two malls in the capital city. 
The groundbreaking ceremony of Aeon Mall III or Aeon Mall Meanchey, located 
along the Samdech Techo Hun Sen Blvd. (60-metre road), took place this morning 
under the presidency of Phnom Penh Municipal Governor H.E. Khuong Sreng and 
Japanese Ambassador to Cambodia H.E. Mikami Masahiro. 
With an investment capital of US$290 million, the third Aeon Mall project is locat-
ed in Prek Talong III village, Sangkat Chak Angre, Khan Meanchey, on a land area 
of 174,000 square metres. 
 
It is much bigger than the land size of Aeon Mall I covering 68,000 square metres, 
and Aeon Mall II of 100,000 square metres. 
 
As planned, the third mall of Aeon will open in 2022. 
Speaking at the function, H.E. Khuong Sreng said that Phnom Penh is a centre of 
production and distribution, a cluster of elegant livings and a tourism hub which 
are reflected through the presence of satellite cities, commercial buildings, resi-
dential buildings, malls and super markets. 
 
The first Aeon Mall in the capital’s Khan Chamkar Mon was opened in 2014 with an 
investment capital of some US$205 million while the second one in Sen Sok city 
was inaugurated in June last year, with an investment capital of around US$120 
million. 

 

Cambodia’s Siem Reap city, home to 
the famous Angkor temples, was 
crowned the ASEAN City of Culture for 
the period 2021-2022 at the 9th Meeting 
of the ASEAN Ministers Responsible for 
Culture and Arts (AMCA) on Oct. 22 via 
Videoconference. 
 

The fact that Siem Reap is the former 
capital of the Khmer Empire, rich in tan-
gible and intangible cultural heritage 
and the world-famous natural cultural 
tourism destination of the Kingdom of 
Cambodia are the main reason for the 
selection, explained the Ministry of Cul-
ture and Fine Arts. 
 

According to the Joint Media Statement 
released after the meeting, to mark the 
launch of the ASEAN City of Culture, 
Cambodia proposed to hold cultural 
events and ceremonies in solidarity 
with the fight against the COVID-19 pan-
demic. In 2021, Cambodia will hold two 
important events: “A Memorial Night” 
in Siem Reap to commemorate the in-
clusion of Cambodia's cultural heritage 
in the UNESCO Intangible Cultural Herit-
age of Humanity list and “Mozart at 
Angkor: Cambodia Magic Flute”.  
 

The events would not only strengthen 
closer cultural cooperation in the 
ASEAN community but also promote 
ASEAN cultural diversity to the world. 

 

Siem Reap City 
Selected as ASEAN 
City of Culture for 

2021-2022 
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Samdech  Techo…….. 

of various rites associated with the royal 
power and the prestige of the country. 
 
The codified gestures and poses that dancers 
must master require many years of intensive 
training. An orchestra performing sacred 
music accompanies the dancers and a female 
chorus provides running commentary on the 
plot and the emotions mimed by the dancers. 
The characteristic of Khmer choreography is 
that the dance does not have fixed gestures, 
but figures in perpetual movement, which 
gives a single fluidity in Asia. Musicians and 
chorus-singers accompany the gracious evo-
lutions by the dancers, wearing embroidered 
wire clothes of gold and splendid jewels. This 
makes the Royal Ballet of Cambodia too orig-
inal to merge with others. 
 
Other Cambodian heritages registered so far 
on the World Heritage List include the Histor-
ic Site of Angkor inscribed as a World Herit-
age Site in 1992, Lakhon Sbek Thom (big 
shadow puppet) proclaimed masterpiece of 
Oral and Intangible Heritage of Humanity in 
2005, the 11th-century Preah Vihear Temple 
listed as a World Heritage Site in 2008, Teanh 
Prot (tug-of-war), a popular recreational 
game, named an Intangible Cultural Heritage 
of Humanity in 2015, Chapei Dang Veng, a 
Cambodian two-stringed, long-necked guitar, 
inscribed on the List of Intangible Cultural 
Heritage in Need of Urgent Safeguarding in 
2016, Sambor Prei Kuk temple complex regis-
tered as a World Heritage Site in 2017, and 
Lkhon Khol Wat Svay Andet recognised as an 
Intangible Cultural Heritage in Need of Ur-
gent Safeguarding in 2018. 

Cambodia Determined to Combat Climate 
Change with Clear and Effective Strategies 

CAMBODIA IN FOCUS 

Cambodia is committed to fighting against climate change with clear and 
effective measures and strategies, although Cambodia has less greenhouse 
gas emissions at the global level. 
 

The commitment was highlighted by Samdech Akka Moha Sena Padei Techo 
Hun Sen, Prime Minister of the Kingdom of Cambodia in his remarks at the 
“Leader-level virtual Climate Ambition Summit” held via Videoconference on 
Dec. 12, at the invitation of H.E. António Guterres, United Nations Secretary-
General, H.E. Boris Johnson, Prime Minister of the United Kingdom, H.E. Em-
manuel Macron, President of France, H.E. Sebastián Piñera Echenique, Presi-
dent of Chile, and H.E. Giuseppe Conte, Prime Minister of Italy. 
 

"Even though Cambodia is emitting less greenhouse gas at the global level, 
the country is highly committed to solving the issue depending on its capacity 
and available resources," PM said. 
 

In its Nationally Determined Contributions Update (NDC Update) to reduce 
national emissions and adapt to the impact of climate change to be submit-
ted to the Secretariat of the UN Framework Convention on Climate Change 
(UNFCCC) at the end of this year, Cambodia has incorporated a new and spe-
cific target of reducing greenhouse gas emissions by 38.9 MtCO2e, compris-
ing the fields of forestry, waste and agriculture or equal to 18 percent reduc-
tion compared to Business-As-Usual scenario by the year 2030, he added. 
 

The new target also includes 25 percent electricity generation from renewa-
ble energy in the Energy Mix by 2030, Samdech Techo Hun Sen pointed out. 
"Climate change is a cross-cutting phenomenon which needs to be addressed 
with collective and comprehensive solution package balancing between so-
cial, economic, and environmental dimensions," he said. "Dealing effectively 
with the problems caused by climate change will contribute significantly to 
sustainable and inclusive socio-economic development in the future." 
The Cambodian Premier appealed to all countries to join hands and fulfill the 
respective obligations agreed in the existing strategic action plans, mecha-
nisms, agreements in a highly responsible spirit. 
 

"Cambodia has been committed to formulating a long-term strategy in 2021 
to achieve Carbon Neutrality. To carry out the long-term strategy successful-
ly, Cambodia calls on all developed countries to fulfill their promised obliga-
tions, both in providing financial supports and technology transfers," PM 
said.   


